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REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1919. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1919,  and  as 
regards  the  general  health  of  the  district,  I am  glad  to  say, 
beyond  the  influenza  epidemic,  it  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  is  138,  the  rate  13.9.  Last  year  it  was 
12.6,  so  this  shows  an  improvement.  The  rate  for  the  whole 
country  is  18.5,  and  so  by  comparison,  we  are  not  up  to  the 
average,  and  this  for  some  reason  occurs  year  after  year,  as 
last  year  our  rate  was  12.6,  and  for  England  and  Wales  17.6. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  118,  the  rate  being  12.3  Last 
year  the  total  was  156,  and  the  rate  16.8.  This  shows  a mark- 
ed improvement.  The  percentage  for  the  whole  country  was 
13.8.  So  here  again,  our  comparison  is  good. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  is  8,  giving  a 
rate  per  1000  births  of  58.0,  compared  with  89.0  for  the  whole 
country.  In  this  case  our  result  is  very  favourable.  Three  of 
these  deaths  were  from  Diarrhoea. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  36  were  between  the 
ages  of  70  and  80,  12  between  80  and  90,  and  five  between  90 
and  100. 

Some  of  the  chief  causes  among  the  total  deaths  were  : — 

Tubercle  8,  which  is  half  the  number  of  last  year. 

20  from  Cancer.  10  from  Influenza.  3 from  Pneumonia. 

1 from  Suicide. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Thcie  were  10  deaths  from  Influenza,  1 fiom  Erysipelas, 
8 from  'rnbercle,  none  from  Typhoid,  Small-pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diphtheria. 
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As  re^t^ards  Tubercle,  this  is  a decided  improvement  from 
last  year,  when  it  was  15.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  account 
for  7 a, gainst  17  last  year.  A^ain  tliis  year  there  was  no  death 
from  Puerperal  Fever,  which  reflects  credit  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  maternity  department. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

Measles  8.  This  disease  in  the  future  will  not  be  notified, 
as  it  has  been  found  the  results  of  notification  do  not  help  to 
clieck  it,  probably  because  it  is  so  infectious  before  the  rash 
appears.  Diphtheria  3.  Enteric  Fever  and  Typhoid  none. 

A very  fortunate  result,  showing  great  care  must  have  been 
taken  by  the  Army  Authorities  to  prevent  a typhoid  carrier 
being  sent  back  to  civil  life  after  demobilization.  Puerperal 
Fever  1.  Scarlet  Fever  8 — seven  of  which  were  in  one  family 
at  Chawleigh. 

Pneumonia  16.  But  this  was  only  notifiable  for  part  of  the 
year,  as  a result  of  the  influenza  epidemic  of  last  spring  and  the 
previous  autumn.  Erysipelas  6 and  rubercle  19,  as  compared 
with  32  last  year,  and  23  the  year  before. 


DRAINAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY. 


A good  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  over  the  Water  Supply 
of  Morchard  Bishop,  and  at  first  it  was  considered  advisable 
to  bring  in  a public  supply  for  that  village. 

I found  that  there  are  51  wells  in  the  Village,  all  of  which  I 
tested,  as  far  as  one  is  able  to  do,  with  Nesters  and  the 
Condy’s  Fluid  test. 

I found  13  wells  good,  good  water  and  wells  safe.  13  of 
good  water,  but  wells  in  their  present  condition  not  safe,  and 
therefore  I have  advised  repairs  to  be  done.  Ten,  water  fair  ; 
by  that  I mean  only  slight  surface  contamination,  and  would 
probably  be  good  supplies  witli  repairs  done.  Three,  bad. 
'Pwelve,  not  used  and  not  required. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  present  condition  of  public 
finance  and  the  great  expense  of  a public  supply  to  a small 
Village,  I think  the  Council  were  wise  to  defer  this  matter  for 
several  years,  if  they  undertook  the  responsibility  of  seeing  the 
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repairs  were  thoroughly  carried  out.  In  about  a month’s  time 
it  is  my  intention  to  again  inspect  these  wells  and  take  samples, 
as  unless  the  wells  in  use  have  been  made  in  a better  condition 
than  they  were  when  I last  inspected  the  Village,  the  water 
supply  is  neither  safe  nor  satisfactory. 


NEWTON  St.  GYRES  DRAINAGE. 

This  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  District  Council,  and 
I understand  that  a considerable  improvement  is  in  a fair  way 
to  being  carried  out,  and  I hope  next  year  to  be  able  to  make 
a satisfactory  Report  on  it. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


A few  of  the  worst  cottages  have  been  condemned  this  year, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  make  further  progress  in  this  direction 
until  fresh  cottages  are  supplied.  I think  something  more 
could  be  done  if  some  of  the  present  ones  were  brought  nearer 
the  requirements  of  this  act,  either  by  the  Council  becoming 
owners,  or  else  insisting  on  the  present  owners  doing  what  is 
required. 


Yours  faithfully, 

L.  POWNE,  M.o.H. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1919  and  previous  Years. 

Name  of  District— Crediton  Rural 


Year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

Of  Non-Residents 

Registered  in 
the  District. 

Of  Residents 
not  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages 

Number. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 
Births. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1915 

10919 

215 

21.4 

I8 

88-3 

172 

171 

1916 

10044 

151 

14.9 

12 

79.8 

154 

14-9 

1917 

9274 

168 

16.2 

lO 

59-3 

I. S3 

i6‘4 

1918 

9235 

131 

12.6 

12 

91.6 

156 

16.8 

1919 

9926 

138 

13.9 

8 

58.0 

118 

12.3 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water),  93,508. 
Total  population  at  all  ages,  10,639.  \ At  Census, 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  / 1911. 
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TABLE  11. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  death  during  the  Year  1919. 

Name  of  District— Crediton  Rural. 


1 

Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  o “ Resi- 
dents ” whether  occurring  within  or  'without 
the  District. 

Total  Deaths  whether 

of  “ Residents”  or 

‘‘Non-Residents”  in  In- 

stitutions in  the  District 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

Year 

1 and  under 

2 Years 

2 and  under 

5 Years 

5 and  under 

15  Years 

IS  and  under 

25  Years 

25  and  under 

45  Years 

45  and  under 

65  Years 

65  and  up- 

wards 

All  / Certified 
causes  \ Uncertified 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 
Influenza... 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tub- 
erculosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
eases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Other  diseases  of  respira- 
tory organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis... 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease.. 

Puerpeial  Fever  ... 

Other  accidents  and  dis- 
eases of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premat  me  Birth 
violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide 

Other  Defined  Di'-eases... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 
known ... 

lO 

1 

6 

2 

20 

1 

12 

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

1 

41 

2 

Totals 

ii8 
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TABLE  III. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1919  in  the 
Crediton  Rural  District. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

I Under  1 week 

1—2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3—4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4 Weeks 

4 Weeks  and 

under  3 Months 

3 Months  and 

under  6 months 

6 Months  and 

under  9 Months 

9 Months  and 

under  t2  Months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year 

All  /Certified 

Causes  /Uncertified 

1 

Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
.\bdominal  Tuberculosis... 
Other  T uberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  / not 
Tuberculous)  ... 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhcea  ... 

Enteritis  ... 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth  

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth  ... 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

I 

I 

.1 

I 

2 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate,  130  ; Illegitimate,  8 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  nf  Legitimate  Infants,  8 ; Illegitimate  Infants, 


